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The short story is a kind of prose fiction, usually more compact
and intense than the novel, and the short novel (novelette) prior to
19th century it was not generally regarded as a distinct literary
form. But although in this sense it may seen to be a uniquely
modern genre, the fact is that short prose fiction nearly as old as
language it-self.
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"The short story has some thing of the indefinite and infinitely
variable nature of "cloud”
(Bates H.E., Modern short story- p 16)
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"Story should be a story; a record of things happening, full of
incident and accident, shift movement, unexpected development,
leading through suspense to a climax and a satisfying
denouement.”

(Bates H.E., Modern short story- p 16)
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