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On Human Foiblcs:3 墨ヽご3ノ/レメ 15.2
Many years ago, I was working as a Chief System Analyst. The job involved a lot

of travelling for project work, sometimes to a small village sometimes to a neighbouring
citv. Often, work compelled me to travel on holidays too.

One particular Friday, I was looking forward to a long weekend. The coming
Monday was a holiday for some festival and taking advantage of the long weakend, we
sisters had decided to meet at our grandmother's house in our native Shiggaon.

I was waiting for Friday to end. Sundav vvas a full-moon night and so a special

moonlight dinner had been arranged for us. Moonlight dinners are favourite family
occasions for the people of north Karnataka. We were all in a hurry to wind up for the

day when I heard someone calling out, "Kulkarni! Can you come to my office.n

My heart sank. It was my boss (calling me by my maiden. name), and judging by
his tone, the matter was urgent. Even though I was on my way out of the office, I

stopped to enquire what he wanted.

'Sorry for disrurbing you, but your service is required urgently,'he said, handing
over a letter for me to read. It said that I had to visit a project site within the next two
days.

'No problem at all, sir, I shall attend to it," I said. I was used to working throughout the

day and throughout the weelt so cancelling my travel plans didn't bother met at all. My
work gave me more happiness than any celebration or outing.

The next morning, I left for the town where the project was based. By the time I
reached the town it was already noo& but it looked as though the day had just begun
there. It was a small town. The shops were just opening and folks were setting our to
work.

As I was walking from the bus stand, a young lad hurried towards me and said, "Sorry I

am late, ma'am. I was supposed to receive you at the bus stop.' He was our client's

representative and had come to take me to their office.

We reached the office after a few minutes' walk. It was a small office. Though by
no means modern, it was neatly furnished with some old but reconditioned furniture,
everytfung in its right place. They were all waiting for me and I felt nice as I sat down.
The cool buttermilk they offered me was most refreshing.
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Before beginning my work, I was introduced to a neatly dressed young man who
was supposed to coordinate with me. He was quite well-mannered and seemed very
confident and bright I was pleasantly surprised to see the good quality of his work. It
had a professional touch. I was told that he was the most well-read man in that town.

He had documented his work very well and efficiently. Because of this, our job

was completed sooner than expected. I did not forget to compliment him when I was

about to leave. He went pink at my appreciation and insisted that I join him for tea at his
residence close by.

His house was also well kept. By tea-time, his conversation had taken on a
personal note. He talked about his parents, his early job. He introduced his wife and

two-year-old son. He spoke with admiration about his wife's cooking, her beautiful
voice, her achievements during her school davs. Then he called for his son who
immediately came in and stood by my side with folded arms, almost as if he was trained
to do so. The moment the father asked him to recite a rhyme, he started to do so in his
clear, childish voice.

I acknowledged his recitation by nodding my head. The father did not seem

satisfied with such nominal recognition of his son's talents. He asked the child to
identify all the letters of the alphabet from an old chart hanging on the wall. These are

thrngs that children usually hate to do, yet parents go on forcing them. Poor kids!

The display in my host's house went on for nearly half an hour until the child
began displaying signs of restlessness and irritability. The mothec wisely, took the child
away to the kitchen, hopefully to reward him with a chocolate or a biscuit.

I realized that the father was expecting to hear some compliment from me about

his son. 'Your child is very bright for his age,n I said.

'Naturally! I have trained him like that from childhood, ' he said with pride. It
sounded like he had been training his two-year-old child from the day of his birth!

"5o you feel that it is only by training that a child can kome bright like this?' I

asked.

"No, no. heredity and genes also play an important role. My son has taken after
me.' The man's face shone with pride and I was curious to hear more. After all, I had an

hour to spare hfore my bus departed.

'You must have been a good student in your college days?" I probed.

"Yes, I was. I have always been a first ranker in my school and college days,'he
replied, clearly appreciative of himself.

nVhere did you graduate from?" I was eager to hear more.

"l graduated from BVB Engineering College Hubli.'

I became alert. I knew Hubli. I knew the college. "Which year?' I asked.

'ln 7972, with the first rank."

"Did you secure the gold medal also?' I persisted.
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"Yes, I did obtain the gold medal for that year,' he said glowing with

self-satisfaction.
,By this time I was able to size him up quite clearly. And what I saw saddened me.

"May I see your gold medal?" I requested.

Suddenly, the mood in the room changed. "Whv? Don't vou believe me?" His voice

was uncertain.

'No, I lust want to see the gold medal vou secured in 7972,' I repeated'

"lt is very precious to me and so I have kePt it in a bank locker," he said.

I did not give up. 'Which bank?"

"Why should I give you such details?" he demanded, annoved with my persistence'

Evervthing was clear by now. I think it was clear to him too. The warmth of

hospitality was over. lt was hme for my bus and time for me to go.

While walking towards the door, I told him, "l don't have to know any of the

details about your bank or gold medal. It is none of my business. But I am sure that the

medal connot be with you."
nHow can you say that? And that too so confidently?" He was quite angry by now.

'Because,n I told him sadly, 'l secured that gold medal in 1972 and only one gold

medal is awarded each year.'

He was stunned by this revelation and stared blankly at me. I looked at him and

asked gently,'You are bright' You are good in vour iob why do you have to lie? what

do you gain?"

The click of the front door shutting behind me was the only reply I received.

(A story fron tlrc book "Wise mrl otlet Wise" written by Stiln Mwty)

Check Your Progress

1. Did Kulkarni choose partyrng or work?

2. What were personal qualities in the host of Kulkarni?
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Ghalib is universally acknowledged to be one of the giants of Indian literature and

can truly be considered as precursor of Indian renaissance. His poetry depicts the best,

the most serene and the most exalted emotions of the humanity in general. It also
creates a human characters which have the courage of conviction to stand up to society,
the powers that be and above all the God.

Mirza Ghalib i,vas born on 27th December, 1797 in a prosperous family of
Akbarabad (Agra). During the reign of Shah Alam, his grandfather was granted the area
of Pehnasu as Jagir. His maternal grandfather was having sev.eral villages in his Jagir.
His father Mirza AMullah Baig Ktran was a swordsman par excellence. For a long time,
he served under the rulers of Lucknow and Hyderabad and later he joined the army of
Bakhtawar SingtU the Raja of Alwar and was killed in a battle while fighting for him.
Mirza AMullah Baig Khan had two sons, Mirza Asadullah Khan and Mirza Yusfu Ktran
and a daughter, Chhoti Khanam.

Mirza Asadullah Khan flater known as 'Ghalib') was the eldest. When Ghalib was
of five, his father left for heavenly abode. So his uncle, Mirza Naseerullah Baig, the
Subedar of Agra took lim under his care. Unfortunatety, his uncle also died, when
Ghalib was nine yiai ota. tru+ he was sent to his maternal grandfather's house who
owned substantial property in Agra. ln recognition of meritorious, services, rendered by
late Mirza Naseerullah Baig his heirs were awarded pension from the goverrunent in
which Ghalib's share was seven hundred rupees annually. This pension was stopped
after the Sepoy Mutiny ot 1857.

At the age of thirteen, Ghalib was married to Umrao Jan Begum, the daughter of a
Nawab of Delhi, named Illahi Bakhsh Khan 'Maroof'. After his marriage, Ghalib settled
in Delhi permanently and was popularly known as 'Mirza Naushah'. legend has it that
he was'one of the most handsome youth of Delhi of his time.

Traditionally, Chalib belonged to a family of warriors, but he earned his name and
fame through his writings. He had a flair for poetry since his childhood and started
writing poems when he was barely tweleve years old. In the beginning he followed the
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poetic sryle of ,Bedil,. He himself writes, since the age of fifteen, I have been writing

prose and po€try just the way the angel and devil note over deeds and misdeeds (t etter

to Qadar Bilgrami). At another place, he writes "I started writing at the age of fifteen and

wrote whatever came to my mind upto the age of twenty-five. In ten years it Piled up to

a collection. Finally when realization dawned uPon me, I threw away may entire

writings except for ten or fifteen coupleS to retain as a sPecimen of my early writings for

the present collection" (t€tter to AMur Razzaq 'Shakir'.)

Though Ghalib came to Delhi from Akbarabad but had no Permanent source of

income except the government pension. ln a sense, this income waS suffiCient for any

person with moderate living standard but his aristocratic r*ay of life found it insufficient.

It was very difficult for him to change his extravagant wav of life. To add to this, his

wife also belonged to a benevolent Nawab familv like that of Ilahi Bakhsh. Thus, it was

very natural, his.pension was grossly inadequate to meet thei r ends. His younger

brother, who came with him to Delhi and was very dear to him suffered bouts of insanity

and Ghalib had to bear the burden of responsibilities as well.

while struggling wittr the complexities of proverbial Poverty traP, Ghalib was told

that he was not getting the full pension from the government, which was rightfully his.

So, he went to Calcutta to file a suit regarding his pension and stayed there for two years'

But his efforts bore no fruits.

An often quoted incident bears testimony to his characteristic egoisuc nature, his

self-esteem and the feudal etiquette, which was so dear to him. It is said that on hearing

about Ghalib's intellectual capabilities and his legendary command over Persian

language, James Thomsory secretary to British government at that time decided to

appoint him as a teacher of Persian in Delhi College. He invited Ghalib at his residence

for this appointment. Ghalib went to his bungalow in a Palki and sent the message

about his arrival. Thomson immediately sent the word to let him in. But Ghalib

remained at the gate in a hope that Saheb himself would come to receive him personally.

Knowing the situatio& James Thomson carhe out and explained that a Ghalib had come

there for a job, the protocol of the Govemor's Durbar did not apply to him. Ghalib said

ttrat he was under the impression that the government's iob would .add 
to his stature, but

it was contrary to his expectations. Thomson argued that he was bound by the

procedures. To which Ghalib replied that in this case, he must be excused from this

service. By saying this, he turned down the lucrative iob of one hundred rupees per

month.

Mirza Ghalib lived in an epoch, which was full of strife and political uncertainties.

British influence was systematically increasing and the great Mugal power was on the

verge of imminent collaPse.

The last Mughal emperor, Bahadur shah zafar was a leading Poet and patron of art

and literature. He entrusted tr{irza Ghalib upon the responsibility of writing the history

of Mughal dynasty and gave him tiltles of 'Najmuddaulah" 'Debeerul Mulk' and
,Nizam-e-Jung' and also fixed a monthly stiPend for him. The first volume of this historv
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entitled, 'Mehr-e-Neemroz' was published in 1857. In the same year, famous Poet Sheikh

Ibrahim 'Zauq' who was the emperor's mentor Tor his Poetry and was known as

'Ustad+-Sheh (King's teacher) died. Afer his death, this position was also awarded to

Ghalib. But the second volume of this history for which Ghalib had proposed the name,

'Mah-e.Neem Mah' could not be written due to the changing political scenario. And

then the simmering revolution of 1857 erupted, during which the world famous city of

Delhi became 'deceased Delhi' in the words of 'Hali'. Ghalib was then at sixty.

The resulting chaos in the aftermath of the struggle of 1857 posed rePeaM tragic

losses to Ghalib, like the stipend from Durbar of Bahadur Shah Zatu was stoPPed, his

pension stopped due to his closbness with the emperor. so he had to bear the brunt of

unending poverty and the horror of a bleak future ahead. His miseries were

compounded, when there was massacre and bloodbath everywhere after conquest of

Delhi by the rampagrng British troops. His wife's ornaments and other family valuables

were buried in a safe place that after normalcy these could be retrieved. But the

victorious sepoys found the treasure and took away everything-

During thii interregnum his younger brother Mirza Yusuf died and the grief-

stricken Ghalib could not even attend the funeral due to the incessant bloodbath in the

city. In the ensuing chaos and anarchy his only sister's eldest sorL Mirza Ashoor Baig

wiih his son adolescent grandson became targets of an English man's bullets. Most of his

friends and relatives werc killed, some were hanged and others followed in the mass

exodus. None were left to share his grief and sorrow.

(A part lrom brief biography afiitlcil " Qreat yoet Mirza Glmlib" pttblishcil otr thc
' ocansiott of 200th Bitth Arrnioersary)

CheckYour Progress

1. What kind of familial background Ghalib had?

2. Was the age of Ghalib futl of strife and political uncertainties?
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Philosophy, Education and Their Inter-Dependence 15.6

The inter-dependence of philosophy and education is clearly seen from the fact that
the great philosophers of all times have also been great educators and their philosophy is
reflected in their educational systems. This inter-dependence can be better understood
by analyzing the implications of philosophical principles in the field of education. Before
analyzing the educational implications of general philosophv, we should know the
concept of "Philosophy" and 'Education". Each one of us has a personal philosophy,
which we apply consciously and unconsciouslv in our daily life. Each philosophv
reflects a unique view of what is good and what is important. In this sense, philosophy
is the system of beliefs about life. The literal meaning of philosophy is the love of
wisdom which is derived from the Greek word ',philos,' (Love) and ',Sophia, (Wisdom).
wisdom does not merely mean knowledge. lt is a continuous seeking of insight into
basic realities - the physical world, life, mind, society, knowledge and values.

Education does not mean mere schooling. To become educated is to learn to
become a person. Etymologically, 'education' is derived from neducaren which means 'to
lead out'or nto draw out'. ln a broad sense, education refers to an act or experience that
has a formative effect on the mind, character or phvsical ability of an individual.
Education in this sense never ends, we truly learn from experience throughout our lives.
Education and philosophy are inseparable because the ends of education are the ends of
philosophy i.e. wisdom; and the means of philosophy is the means of education i.e.
inquiry, which alone can lead to wisdom. Anv separation of philosophy and education
inhibits inquiry and frustrates wisdom.
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Education involves both the world of ideas and the world of practical activity; good

ideas can lead to good practice and good practices reinforce good ideas. In order to

behave intelligently in the educational process, education needs direction and guidance,

which philosophy can provide. Hence, philosophy is not only a professional tool for the

educator but also a way of improving the quality of life because it helps us to garn a

wider and deeper perspective on human existence and the world around us.

The chief task of philosophy is to determine what constitutes good life whereas the

main task of education is how to make life worth living. So philosophy and education

are mutually reronstructive. They give and take from each other. Philosophy deals

with the goals and essentials of good life while education provides the means to achieve

those goals of good life. ln this sense philosophy of education is a distinct but not a

separate discipline. It takes its contents from education and its methods from
philosophy. The process of philosophizing about education requires an understanding

of education and its problems. Hence, we can sav that philosophy of education is the

application of philosophical ideas to educational problems. It is not only a way of
looking at ideas but also of how to use them in the best way. Therefore, it can be said

that philosophy is the theory while education is the practice. Practice unguided by

theory is aimless, inconsistent and inefficient just as theorv which is not ultimately
translatable into practice is useless and confusing. In the words of Ross "philosophy is

the contemplative side while education is the active side". Philosophy deals with the

ends while education deals with the means and techniques of achieving those means.

Educational philosophy depends on formal philosophy, because most of the major

problems of education are in fact philosophical problems. Like general philosophy,

educational philosophy is speculative, prescriptive, critical or analytic.

(A part fian tlu B.EiL book entitlcil Eihrcntion aul Society ptrblisleil by IGNOU)

Check Your Progress

1. What is the literal meaning of philosophv?

2. What is the relation between philosophy and education?

: J,)(Philosophy. Education and Their lnter-Dependence 15.7
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"Let's Fight Terror Together" : c)VdflL.t6ZAg&d,fy'; 1/力 15.8
Special Correspondent

New Delhi : Prime Minister Mahmohan Singh on Thursday asked the members of the
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South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation to fight terrorism together'

"we have a collective stake in ensuring peace and security in the sAARC region

becauSe no investor will come to this region rf there is no assurance of peace and

security," he said, inaugurating the first sAARC Business leaders' conclave here.

"To imagine that anvone of us can l)ursue what economists call

'beggar-thy-neighbour' policies and thereby prosl-\er is to delude oneself,' Dr' Singh

said, underlining that the sAARC business cornmunity had a vital stake in regional

security and in victory in the war on terror.

"we must join hand to put our collective house in order as Peace in the region will

benefit all. Terrorism anywhere will hurt us all," he said. Business and trade would

flourish in a secure environment.
nTerrorism by whatever name, has no place in civilized societies and its basic goal

is to cause insecurity," Dr. Singh said.

ln an ihterconnected region and a globalised world, the consequences of both

poverty and insecurity were indivisible. nNo countrv in this region can be secure when

others ar.e insecure and no country can insulate itself from the Consequences of pOverty

and terrorism in any other country."

As envisioned at the 13th SAARC summit, the member countries would forge

stronger links on the basis of renewed people-to-people ties, to help strengthen the

region-wide partnership for prosperity, he said.

The Prime Minister allayed fears that free trade agreement could hurt smaller

countries and called upon the SAARC leaders to move rapidly to meet the deadline for

the South Asian Free Trade Agreement (SAFIA).

Dr. Singh said the need for implementing SAFTA could not be overemphasized. It

was expected that its implementation would enhance trade in the region to $ 14 billion

from $ 6 billion in the next two years.

Citing the high growth of bilateral tracle between lndia and Sri Lanka, he said it
dispelled fears on both sides that free trade would hurt business in smaller countries.

. ,This free trade agreement is a win-win agreement for both the countries and could

be a model for similar agreements in the region,' he said.

The Prime Minister hoped that the free trade agreement would help move towards

the evenrual goal of the south Asian Economic Union. "l do believe that iust as regional

integration is not antithetical to globalisatiorL it also does not hurt the broader interest of

any memhr of a regional grouP.'

Dr. Singh said all the member states were committed to an early resolution of

outstanding issues under SAFTA and hoped that the ongoing negotiations would ensure

that it was operationalised from January 1 next.

He also focused on the need for expanding the ambit of SAFTA to include trade in

services, in addition to widening the scope of trade in goods, for it to emerge as an

effuctive vehicle for growth and regional integration.
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Voicing his concern that SAARC had not succeeded in exploiting the immense
economic potential of the regiory he said that even after two decadeg "lntra-SAARC
exports are a mere five per cent of the total exports of the region. Bv comparison
intra-E.U. exports are 55.2 per cent, intra-NAFTA exports are 5-1.7 per cent and
intra-ASEAN exports are 20.4 per cent."

Noting that misgivings among corporate entities in each of the member<ountnes
were not rooted in reality and spread out among businessmen, the Prime Minister said
change required adaptation and movement from status quo.

Dr. Singh laid emphasis on stepping up investments in the region to build
infrastructure and said that as a first step, India had on a reciprocal basis announced
measures to move towards an open skies regime and was working for greater
liberalization of the visa regime to benefit all areas of cooperative interaction.

India decided to increase the number of visas to leading businessmen of SAARC
states, he said and urged the member-nations to extend transit facilities to third
countries. This would help to connect the region to the ongoing economic rniracle in
Southeast and East Asia.

He termed the recent SAARC sunlmit in Dhaka a milestone, saying it showed the
continuing relevance of the group.

(A statenwt of Prhrc Mifister Dr. Mnunohnl Singh giaen on the ocansiorr of
SAARC stttrnrtit prtblisheil in The Hirulu on 18-11-2005)

Check Your Progress

1. What is the full form of SAARC and SAFTA?

2. What is the crux of Prime l\,linistre's press statement?
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